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PROCEEDINGS
Lordstown Village Council Public Hearing
(WHEREAS, the public hearing before the Lordstown Village Council commenced on Monday, June 20, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. and proceedings were as follows:)
(Lord's Prayer and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag)
MR. SULLIVAN:
Let's call this meeting to order.  Public hearing set for today, reading a public notice.  Lordstown Village Council will conduct a public hearing on June 20, 2011, at 5:30 p.m. at the Village of Lordstown Administration Building, 1455 Salt Springs Road, Lordstown, Ohio 44481. You want to take roll call, please. 
 MR. BLANK:
Mayor Chaffee? (NO RESPONSE — ABSENT.) Mr. Bond?
 MR. BOND:

Here.
 MR. BLANK:
Mr. McCarthy?
 MR. MCCARTHY:
Present.
 MR. BLANK:
Mrs. Wilson?
 MRS. WILSON:
Here.
 MR. BLANK:
Mr. Hill?
 MR. HILL:

Present.
 MR. BLANK:
Mr. Sullivan?
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Here.
 MR. BLANK:
Mr. Zoldan?
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Here.
 MR. BLANK:
Solicitor Dutton? (NO RESPONSE — ABSENT.) Ron Barnhart, 



Planning and Zoning Administrator?
 MR. BARNHART:
Here.  
 MR. BLANK:
Dave Harrison, Street Commissioner? (NO RESPONSE — ABSENT) And Bill Blank, Deputy Clerk, present.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Do we have a motion to excuse the Mayor?
 MRS. WILSON:
So moved.
 MR. MCCARTHY:
Second.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
All those in favor?
 COUNCIL:

Aye.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Opposed? (NO RESPONSE FROM COUNCIL.) (VOTE: 6, AYE; 0, NAY; 0, ABSTAINED.)
 MR. HILL:

The Solicitor?
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Motion to excuse the Solicitor?
 MR. HILL:

So moved.
 MR. BOND:

Second.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Motion and a second.  All those in favor, signify by saying aye.
 COUNCIL:

Aye.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Opposed? (NO RESPONSE FROM COUNCIL.) (VOTE:  6, AYE; 0, NAY; 0, ABSTAINED.) Ayes have it.
MR. BLANK:
How about Mr. Harrison because he really wasn't required to be here? I don't know why she has him on here.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Okay.  Adopt the agenda.
 MR. HILL:

So moved.
 MR. MCCARTHY:
Second.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
All in favor? 
 COUNCIL:

Aye.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Those opposed? (NO RESPONSE FROM COUNCIL.) (VOTE:  6, AYE; 0, NAY; 0, ABSTAINED.) The ayes have it.
The following legislation will be presented for discussion:  From the Planning Commission, an Ordinance amending and restating Chapter 1165 Signs of the Planning and Zoning Code of the Codified Ordinances of the Village of Lordstown.
The purpose of this meeting is to allow written or oral input from the public regarding the above.  Any questions, address Ron Barnhart.  
I guess the Mayor's comments, last council meeting we had talked about this.  Originally, it was 90 days and what we're talking about is temporary signs, particularly the political signs which the Ordinance currently has 90 days ——
 MR. HILL:

30 days.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
30 days, I'm sorry.  When it went to Planning, we got a legal opinion and that was that if somebody protested that, we would lose it.  It was their recommendation that we go to 90. And then when we got it at council there was much discussion on it, and we felt there could be half the year with political signs up, which would be a little much.  So we changed the 90 to 60 and that's where it is today.  Do we have any council comments?  
MR. ZOLDAN:
Yeah, one.  Are we on temporary, non—commercial signs?  Is that what we're doing right now?  
 MR. SULLIVAN:
1165.8.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Right.  That's on page ——
 MR. SULLIVAN:
They don't have page numbers.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
It would be nice if we had pages numbers.
 MR. BLANK:
You've only got four or five there.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Is that what it is?  It would be nice if we had page numbers.  
 MR. BLANK:
We can't number every little thing.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Yes, they should be page numbered.  All right, now, my question to you is this, Bill, since you're apparently running the place here.  It says here, "Such signs shall have a maximum period of 60 days before the sign is removed or replaced.  No permit shall be required for signs."  My question is how do we know what day they put them down and what day the 60 days start? Bill, you want to give me an answer?
 MR. BLANK:
I'm not the Solicitor.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Doesn't that go from the date of the election?  
 MR. BOND:

Doesn't have to be an election.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Usually you put the signs up a few weeks or 30 days beforehand.  I think we've all been through that, unfortunately.  What I'm saying is, if it has no permit to be taken —— which is no problem.  I have no problem on that.  I want that cleared.  But you come and say, "Hey, Stanley, you've got to take your sign down.  It's been 60 days." I'm going to say, "Hey, Ron, what's the day I put them up?  I just put them up three weeks ago." You've got to have something of where you have to have the date of when the sign is put up.  It's like a license plate.  A ten day period you have to have a 30 day license plate.  The date of that plate of when it expires is on that —— I'm trying to make this thing simple here.  Okay, Bill?  What I'm saying is, you must have a starting date.  And then after that, 60 days.  I have no problem with no fine, nothing, no money.  I have no problem on that.  But you must have a starting date.
 MR. BOND:

So you're saying you want a ——
 MR. SULLIVAN:
To do that we would have to do some kind of a form where you register.
MR. ZOLDAN:
We don't have it here, though. You'd have to sign up like at the Zoning Office, right, Ron?  You'd have to sign up with the Zoning office.  Otherwise, how can you enforce it?  
 MR. SULLIVAN:
We've had this language forever.  How do you enforce it?
 MR. BARNHART:
We have two options: Either you require permits for the signs or everybody is on the honor system.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
How have we done it for the last 20 years?  
 MR. HILL:
If they were in the right—of—way, Ron or somebody would go pull them ——
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Pull them, right.
 MR. HILL:
If they were there more than 30 days before the election, Ron would pull them or something. Am I right, Ron?
MR. BARNHART:
Yes.  But you have to understand these don't pertain to political signs.  The political sign language has been taken out. 
 MR. ZOLDAN:
What do these signs pertain to?  
 MR. BARNHART:
These are non—commercial signs.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
So what you're saying is if a house is for sale, you are going to say, all right, that house can only have a 60 day sign up for sale.
 MR. HILL:

That' a commercial sign, Stanley.  
 MR. ZOLDAN:
What sign are we talking about then?  I'm not trying to be smart.  I'm not trying to put you on the ——
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Could be garage sales, could be political signs, it would be ——
 MR. ZOLDAN:
No.  He said no political signs. 
 MR. BARNHART:
They took the verbiage out —— 
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Political signs fall within this 1165.8 ——
 MR. BOND:

This is like if a guy puts a Cleveland Indians sign in his yard.
 MR. MCCARTHY:
Use definition in here it says, "temporary signs. Signs clearly temporary in nature, not exceeding 25 square feet in size."  
MR. ZOLDAN:
All right.  But the question is, if it's temporary how do we know what day they started?  
 MR. MCCARTHY:
You don't.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
That's what I'm saying.  That's what I'm trying to get at.
 MR. BARNHART:
Do you want to require permits?  
 MR. ZOLDAN:
I'm requiring that when you go and if you break the law or if you want to take and rip that sign down, if you don't have proof of when that sign was put up, they could nail you or the Village.
MR. BARNHART:
If a sign is a problem, you'd have to take a picture of the sign and date it and wait 60 days.
MR. BOND:
Either that or why don't you just have them put a line on the bottom where they have to put the date on when they post it.
 MR. HILL:

I don't think this is that big of a problem.  
 MR. BOND:

I don't either.
 MR. HILL:
I think they brought this up because of the political signs basically. But it has to be a non—commercial sign.  I don't think it's that big of a problem.  Only thing I can think is if you see a happy 50th birthday for somebody and three months later you have a problem.  Other than that, I don't think it's a big deal.
MR. ZOLDAN:
I don't think we should have it.  I really don't.  I'm going to tell you something.  If we have political signs, I've seen political signs from the state, from Trumbull County.  I've seen signs up on the telephone poles all over after the elections.  They're not taken down.  Not ours.  I'm not saying ours.  Are you going to call up the state or call up the Governor when he runs and say you better take your sign down?  
 MR. SULLIVAN:
We always have just took them down.
 MR. BARNHART:
If we have no way to contact somebody, we would take them down ourselves.  Stanley, the way this originated, Paul's firm felt that political signs was discriminatory.  They didn't feel we should have the word "political signs."  So that's how it evolved to this.  Call it "non—commercial signs."
MRS. WILSON:
I have a question. According to the ORC, is there any time limitations for these non—commercial signs or political signs?  
 MR. BARNHART:
I don't know.  
 MRS. WILSON:
Because whatever their verbiage is, we would almost have to comply or be close to what they permit or require.
MR. SULLIVAN:
What Paul said, when we got the decision on this, he said there's been several people that took it to court and said I can leave that sign up as long as I want.
 MRS. WILSON:
Locally, too.  Not Lordstown but Trumbull County.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Right. Everyone that has done that has won their First Amendment rights.
MR. HILL:
This is just like if you have a sign in your front yard like "God Bless our Troops" or something like that. If somebody complains about it, they can take it down one day and put it up the very next day.  You aren't going to have a whole lot of people complaining.
MR. ZOLDAN:
What does Youngstown or Niles or Warren —— what do they say about this?  
 MR. BARNHART:
They just ignore the signs.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
You know what, maybe we should ignore it, too.  Sometimes you can have too many laws.
MR. SULLIVAN:
This reduces the number of laws we have because we're taking the political signs out.
MR. BARNHART:
Passing this will take the verbiage of political signs out. So then we're legal according to Dutton's firm.  This basically just takes the verbiage political signs away.  If you don't pass it, political signs is still in.  According to Paul it's unconstitutional.
MR. HILL:
Stanley, you're going to have to pull your Jimmy Carter sign out of your yard.
MR. ZOLDAN:
In Warren, what's the Ordinance?  I'm just using the City of Warren.  Why don't we see what the others do and maybe program it after them.  
MR. HILL:
Stanley, if this gets sent to us from Planning Commission, we have to either vote it up or vote it down.  If we amend it, it takes a super majority of five just to amend it.  Because it did come from the Planning Commission, we have to take some sort of action.
 MR. BARNHART:
And you have one more month.  But you have three readings.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
This ain't for tonight?  
 MR. BARNHART:
It's a public hearing.  You have to have three weeks.  The first meeting is tonight, two weeks second reading, and ——
 MR. SULLIVAN:
It doesn't have to be two weeks if we have just one meeting.
 MR. HILL:
Whatever it is, say, if we have one meeting next month, which I'm going to bring up. If we have one meeting in August, then it won't take effect until the middle of September, 30 days after that, whatever the meeting is.  By that time —— I don't see any big problem because the yard and garage sale, people could probably argue that those are commercial because you're selling stuff.  So what signs are there other than "God Bless our Troops" or a birthday or political.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Go Browns.
 MRS. WILSON:
Go who?  
 MR. HILL:

Now they're saying take the Indians and Cavs with you.
 MR. SULLIVAN:
Public comments?
 MR. MANSELL:
I don't want to step on Ron's toes, but I think he's forgetting one thing that started all this was the time frame. It was geared for political signs like Ron said, and Dutton said we can't isolate political signs.  But what brought this up was the fact that you have early voting.  And the old Ordinance stated 30 days prior to an election.  So, now early voting starts 30 days prior to the election —— 
 MR. BOND:

35.
 MR. MANSELL:
So that's why there was something discussed on can we move them ahead.  That is where the 60 days is coming in.  But we still —— Ron, correct me if I'm wrong ——  don't we still have ten days after an election they have to be taken down for your political signs?  
 MR. BARNHART:
I think.  
 MR. MANSELL:
But then it was brought up when Paul said we couldn't just call them political signs, if a person has "For Sale by Owner" on their house.  We're not going to make that person take that sign down and that's not commercial.  "For Sale by Owner" is a private person putting out a temporary sign, which would fall under this.  So, it's generic to cover many things, but it's the best wording that they could come up with.  And, yes, we don't need to be running around every time somebody sees a sign somewhere. That gets to be real old real fast.
MR. SULLIVAN:
Any further public comments? (NO RESPONSE.) Seeing none, if there's no other business, I'll take a motion to adjourn.
 MR. HILL:

So moved.
 MR. ZOLDAN:
Second.  
 MR. SULLIVAN:
We're adjourned.
(WHEREAS, THE PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE VILLAGE OF LORDSTOWN COUNCIL ADJOURNED AT 5:50 P.M.)
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