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ORDINANCE NO.  38-2026

AN ORDINANCE PLACING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM, NOT TO
EXCEED ONE HUNDRED AND EIGHTY (180) DAYS, ON THE
GRANTING/ISSUING OF ANY NEW PERMITS, AS WELL AS THE
RECEIPT AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS, FOR
BUSINESS ENTITIES UTILIZING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE
SYSTEMS (“BESS”) WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE
VILLAGE OF LORDSTOWN AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY,

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Constitution of the State of Chio and the Ohic Revised Code,
municipalities have the power to enact planning and zoning laws that are for the health,

safety, welfare, peace, and comfort of the citizens of the municipality. including
restricting arcas used for business and trade: and

WHEREAS, BESS systems present risks of battery fires that are difficult to extinguish,
can reignite hours or days later, and pose risks to first responders. These fires also release
dangerous toxic emissions into the air, presenting potential adverse impacts to the

environment and Village residents, and potentially conflicting with the Village’s long-
term planning goals.

WHEREAS, this Council desires to issue a moratorium for a ternporary period of time, not to
exceed one-hundred-and-eighty (180) days from the passage of this Ordinance, while it undertakes
a review and/or study of the Ordinances of the Village of Lordstown, including the planning and
zoning regulation sections of the Village of Lordstown's Codified Ordinances and determine

whether the Village has the necessary processes, resources, and infrastructure to address concerns
surrounding BESS; and

WHEREAS, a moratorium will allow Council to preserve the Village of Lordsiown’s
residential character, avoid the above-referenced risks, protect environmental resources,
and ensure sustainable iand use practices: and

WHEREAS, this Council will be able to enact reasonable regulations to protect the health, safety,

welfare, peace, and comfort of the citizens of the Village of Lordstown more efteciively if a
maoratorium is in place.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE
OF LORDSTOWN, COUNTY OF TRUMBULL, STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1:  “BESS” means an energy storage system that can store and deploy generated
energy, typically a group of batteries that charge (i.e., collect energy) and store electrical energy
from the grid or energy generation facility and then discharge that energy at a laier time to provide
electricity or other grid services when needed, including but not limited to above ground, and
below ground, mechanical energy storage and thermal energy storage systems. BESS generally
consists of batteries, battery storage containers, racking systems, on-site switchyards, inverters,
associated interconnection transmission lines, and supervisory control and data acquisition
systems. A BESS can be classified as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 as follows:

(1) TIER 1 - an energy storage system that has an aggregate energy capacity
fess than or equal to 600 kWh (kilowatt hours) and, if in a room or enclosed
area, consists of only a single energy storage system technology, which is a
rechargeable BESS used to provide standby or emergency power and/or
uninterruptable power supply, load shedding, load sharing, or similar
capabilities relating to the energy consumed by a residence on site, farm
operation on site, or other business on site.

(2) TIER 2 - an energy storage system that has an aggregaie energy capacity
greater than 600 kWh (kilowait hours) or is comprised of more than one
battery storage system techrology in a room or enclosed area.

Section 2: That Counci! of the Village of Lordstown recommends a fernporary moratorivm
not to exceed one-hundred-and-eighty (180) days, on the granting/issuing of any new permits, as
well as the receipt and processing of applications for permits, under Local Codified Ordinances.
including Chapters 1115, 1123, and/or 1135, among others, for businesses utilizing a BESS within
the Village ot Lordstown.

Section 3: That this moraterinm suspends and tolls any time periods, prescribed by taw, within
which the Planning and Zoning Department or any other official or official body of the Village of
Lordstown, is required to take action, upon an application for a permit and/or in the site plan review
approval process for businesses utilizing a BESS, and similarly suspends any obligations or
requirements to act for any such official or official body upon an application for a permit and/er

in the site plan review approval process for businesses utilizing a BESS, during the iime when this
moratorium shall be in effect.

Section 4: That it 1s found and determined that all formal actions of this Council conceming
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this Council,
and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its Comumittees that resulted in such formal

action were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements, including
Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.
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Section 5:  That the Council of the Village of Lordstown hereby desires a moratorium in order
to allow Council, and any of its committees, Planning Commission, and/or the Village of
Lordstown Planning and Zoning Department to review applicable Ohio statues and underiake a
review and/or study of the Ordinances of the Village of Lordstown, inclading the planning and
zoning regulation sections of the Village of Lordstown Ordinances, and perform further due
diligence for businesses utilizing a BESS to determine how they will impact the Village's
infrastructure, utilities, environment, residents, and long-term planning goals as well as to
protect public health, safety, and general welfare.

Section 6: That the Village of Lordstown Courcil hereby imposes a moratorium on new
permits for businesses utilizing a BESS for a period not to exceed one-hundred-and-eighty (180)
days from the effective date of this Ordinance and directs that no permits shall be issued for these
facilities during the 180-day period during the moratorium.

Section 7:  If any section, phrase, sentence, or portion of this Ordinance 13 for any reason held
invalid or unconstitutional by any Court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be deemed a

separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions thereof.

Section 8: That this Ordinance 13 hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for
the public health. safety, and welfare. and for the further reason that this Ordinance must be
implemented in a timely manner to minimize the adverse impacts of businesses utilizing a BESS
and protect the Village’s infrastructure, utilities, environment, residenis, and long-term

planning goals while the Village conducts due diligence to address the aforementioned
concerns,

Section 9: That the passage of this Ordinance and all deliberations relating to the passage of

this Ordinance were held in open meetings in accordance with the provisions of Ohio Revised
Code Section 12122,

Passed in Council this 6 dayof  July 42006
Y\ .._'-’:)Ue\-i\&)“ AN . Mayor

0 Cleik

d903-4853-9489 v 1



